
Subject Specific Vocabulary

Observe To watch closely and make careful observation 

of something. 

Observational 

drawing

To draw something that we can actually see. 

Detail A very small part of something much larger.

Mark making The creation of different patterns, lines, 

textures and shapes using different materials.

Material The elements used to create pieces of artwork 

e.g. pencils, paints, pastels. 

Wax resist art An art technique that uses several layers to 

define a design. The first layer will be a wax 

drawing which will then be coated in several 

layers of oils or water based paints. 

Continuous line 

drawing

Drawing making a line that is unbroken from 

beginning to end. 

Metallic A paint, fabric or colour with a sheen that 

resembles metals. 

Technique The way of completing a task

Analyse Examine methodically and in detail, typically in 

order to explain and interpret.

Evaluate Review and identify strengths and weaknesses. 

‘Sticky Knowledge’ about Our Natural World

Beatrix Potter was a famous author and illustrator who was fascinated with 

the natural world. She used a microscope to observe the closest details to 

produce small botanical drawings of fungi and mushrooms. 

Observational drawing includes looking at very small details of a larger 

object. Abel Rodriguez drew smaller parts of trees showing tiny details and 

was known as ‘the namer of plants’ after studying all of the natural plants 

around him. 

Mark making is any mark made using any material on any surface, such as 

pencil on paper, scratch in clay or paint on canvas. Mark making can be 

controlled in order to create drawings and designs. 

Wax resist is a technique that uses a waxy art material, such as crayons, to 

repel or resist a water based media, such as ink. The wax protects the paper 

and keeps the watercolour paint from sticking to the paper.

Some famous wax resist artists include Henry Moore, Ephraim Reubenstein 

and Sarah Tucker. 

Skills to be taught:

Designing, analysing and planning ideas. 

• Use observational skills to closely analyse a variety 

of Autumn objects

• Use metallic wax crayons to create print designs

• Comment on the quality of their own work and 

who and what is it influenced by.

Working with tools, equipment, materials and 

components.

• Creating continuous line drawings by adding new 

and interesting marks on paper. 

• Using crayons on sugar paper to create large 

drawings of Autumn objects

• Experimenting with fine liner pens to add close 

detail

• Using brusho ink paint to create Autumn art

Evaluating processes 

• Evaluate their work – who is it influenced by

• Evaluate own progress from initial sketches to 

completed print design

• Express thoughts, feelings and observations in 

sketchbooks, focussing on likes and dislikes. 

Year 1/2 – Year A – Autumn

‘Our Natural World’ Knowledge Mat



Year 5/6 – Year A – Autumn ‘Our Natural World’ Knowledge Mat https://www.accessart.org.uk/squiggle

-drawings-autumn-floor-drawings/

https://www.accessart.org.uk/wax-
resist-autumn-leaves-by-rosie-james/Artists work to inspire:

‘Our Natural World’

Beatrix Potter

Abel Rodriguez
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Artists work to inspire:

Wax resist artists

https://www.accessart.org.uk/squiggle-drawings-autumn-floor-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/wax-resist-autumn-leaves-by-rosie-james/

